A General Guide to Restaurant Decorum

1. If there is a sign that says "Please Wait to be Seated," please wait. There is a very specific reason for it. Do not seat yourself. Do not complain about where you are placed. There are sections in a restaurant and there is a reason for the table chosen for you. Go with fate. 

2. Turn off your cell phone. This is proper and polite restaurant etiquette. You are at a restaurant to eat; talk to your date, not your phone. 

3. Try to narrow your drinks down to two per person. Try to order as a collective whole. If you get water and want a lemon, then ask at the same time. 

4. Please have your I.D. ready if you plan to order alcohol. You must be 21 years of age to purchase alcoholic beverages. You must look at least 35 years old to not have to show a valid I.D. The key word is valid. 

5. If you say you are ready to order, be ready to order. There is nothing wrong with taking a couple minutes to look over the menu, however there is something wrong with stuttering, changing your mind, and scanning the menu while your waitress stands there tapping her pen, looking around at all the other tables in need of her service. Chances are you aren't the only customer; so be prepared. 

6. Your waitress is your waitress, not a psychic. Be specific about how you want your food. You are a paying customer and deserve to have things exactly how you want them, but your waitress is not a mind reader. If you order a hamburger and want cheese, make sure you ask for cheese.

7. Your waitress is your waitress. Do not assume they are lonely. Do not assume they need some nice comments about their eyes or their hair or their ass. You are a customer and all they are interested in is your tip. Keep your hands to your self at all times. Do not touch the waitress or she reserves the right to dismember you. 

8. Your waitress is your waitress, not your slave. Do not snap your fingers in the air. Do not whistle at them. Do not call them "girl" or "hey lady", it is rude. Their name should be given at the beginning of your service, if it is not, simply ask. 

9. Your waitress is your waitress, not your physiatrist. Do not share your personal problems with them. They are busting their ass for money; they most likely have problems of their own. Do not whine, do not cry; go to the bar for that. 

10. Your waitress is your waitress, not a babysitter. If you decide to foolishly bring your children to the restaurant, KEEP THEM IN THEIR SEATS at ALL times. Children should not be running around, bumping into waitresses and other customers. Coloring sheets and crayons are usually provided. To be on the safe side, it is recommended to bring other forms of entertainment, just in case. 

11. Your waitress is your waitress, not a maid. Children and men can be very messy, please clean up after them to a reasonable extent. There should be no puddles of soda or milk when you leave the table. There should be no food smashed into the table when your child decides they don't like the food. There should be no chewed gum stuck to the bottom of the table or chairs. There should be no food mashed into the seat cushions. Your waitress should clear your table and be able to reasonably wash it and set it. 

12. Ten percent is no longer considered a good tip. There are wallet size tip cards you may purchase at local convient store for a dollar. If you are unsure of proper tipping, you should buy one. Keep in mind any extra service you have requested. Keep in mind the friendliness of the waitress more than anything. Do not deduct points carelessly, no one is perfect. In the end, only kindness matters. 

13. DO NOT leave your tip in change. Pennies are not accepted in vending machines and they are not accepted there either. It is more annoying to receive a pocket full of change, then no tip at all. 
14. Please take all your belongings with you. Do not go into a restaurant with too many things if you cannot remember to take them with you when you are done. While many restaurants have a lost and found, they are not responsible for things left behind. 

15. After you pay, leave. Finish your cup of coffee or desert and leave. Do not sit there for hours at a time. You are holding up other customers and a waitress' table and future tip. You hold up a turn over when you sit. Now, you have worn out your welcome. 

Hopefully this guide to proper restaurant decorum will help you and your families have a wonderful dinner out while being respectful and well liked customers. Waitress' are not supernatural human beings, restaurants, like any business, is not perfect. Remember to be patient, eat slowly and chew well. Enjoy your next night out! 

