
Assignment 2: Review Environmental Publication
CH 3420: Environmental Chemistry, Plymouth State University

There are a number of peer-reviewed, professional-level publications where research related to the 
environment may be published.  As a student of environmental science, you should become familiar 
with the literature, have a general sense of the major publications, and be able to critically read reports 
of research.  A few examples of environmentally-related journals available through Lamson Library 
are:

• Advances in Environmental Biology 
• AMBIO: A Journal of the Human 

Environment 
• American journal of environmental sciences 
• Annual review of energy and the 

environment 
• Annual review of environment and 

resources 

• Environmental Health Perspectives 
• Environmental Science and Technology 
• International Journal of Environmental 

Research 
• Journal of Environmental Science and 

Technology
• Water and environment journal

Due Date: April 8, Friday at the start of class (electronic AND hard copy).

Assignment:
The assignment is in two parts: 1) Explore the environmental literature in general; 2) Read and 
summarize a specific peer-reviewed article from an environmentally-related journal:

 1. For the General Exploration of the Literature, choose two of the publications above and find 
one environmentally-related journal that is not on the list.  Answer the following for each:
 a) Who is the publisher of the journal?
 b) What is the Impact Factor of the journal?  (For information about Impact Factors, see 

http://www.sciencegateway.org/impact/)
 c) What is the website of the journal?
 d) How often is the journal published?
 e) What is the journal's stated mission / audience / purpose / main area of focus?

 2. For the Specific Article:
 a) Choose one article of interest to you from one of the three journals you explored in Part 1.  
 b) Specifications: The article must:

• Be a scientific research article (not an opinion piece, news item, law article, review, etc.)
• Have been published in the last 5 years
• Relate in some way to one of the topics we have covered in class so far

 c) Read the article and write a short review, including answers to the following questions:
• What is the full reference to the article?
• What (briefly) was the article about?
• What did the researchers do or discover / what were the relevant new findings?
• Why did you find the article interesting?
• What about the article was related to what topic we have covered in class?
• Did the authors seem to posses any bias in their report?

 d) The original article should be included   with the final submission of your paper.
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Format
The entire assignment should be about 2 pages long, using a reasonably normal 12 point font (e.g., 
Times New Roman), single or 1.5 spacing (no double spacing!), and borders no larger than 1".  The 
grade is not based on meeting the page limit, so please use these standard formatting guidelines and do 
not deviate from them in order to artificially lengthen the paper.  
Your name and the assignment title should appear at the top of the first page; there is no need for a 
cover sheet.
I strongly encourage you to print the hard copy double-sided!

Grading
The assignment is worth 50 points and will be based on how well you answer the questions, as well as 
the overall quality of your essay.  Grammar, spelling, and essay organization will count.  Here is the 
grading rubric:

Essay Format and Quality 5 pts

Exploration of Literature Questions 

Publisher

Impact Factor

Website

Publication frequency

Mission

3 pts

3 pts

3 pts

3 pts

3 pts

Article Summary 20 pts

Reference 5 pts

Article included 5 pts

Total: 50 pts

Final Notes: 
1. If you require writing assistance, I encourage you to visit the Writing Center, located in the 

lower level of Lamson Library. The Writing Center serves all types of writers, from basic to 
high levels, in any discipline, at any point in the writing process. 

2. I strongly encourage you to visit the librarians at Lamson Library to assist you in answering the 
questions in Part 1 and in finding an article of interest to you.

© Copyright Plymouth State University and Jeremiah Duncan.  May be distributed freely for education purposes only. 2


