
Assignment 1: U.S. Environmental and Chemical Legislation
CH 3420: Environmental Chemistry, Plymouth State University

Chemicals in the environment in the U.S. are regulated through a collection of several Acts passed 
and amended over a number of decades in the twentieth century:

• Atomic Energy Act (1954)
• Clean Air Act (1970 with significant amendments in 1990) 
• Clean Water Act (1972 with significant amendments in 1987 and1990)
• Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (commonly 

referred to as "Superfund") (1980 with significant amendments in 1986)
• Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (1947 with significant amendments in 

1972, 1988, and 1996)
• National Environmental Policy Act (1970)
• Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (1976)
• Safe Drinking Water Act (1974)
• Toxic Substances Control Act (1976)

Due Date: Feb 14, Monday at the start of class (electronic AND hard copy)

Assignment:
Your assignment is to summarize and discuss one of the federal Acts listed above.  In the process, 
you should do the following:

1. Search the U.S. EPA website for information about the Act.  (Note: the search algorithm on 
the EPA website is notoriously useless.  I recommend using Google with “site:epa.gov”).  

2. Find an environmental group that has an interest in the Act.
3. Find an industry group that has an interest in the Act.

Your essay should be 1-2 pages in length and answer the following questions:  
1. What does it regulate?
2. Why was it enacted?  Was it in response to any specific events?
3. What, if any, significant amendments have there been?  Why were they enacted and what 

did they change about original act?
4. How, in a practical sense, is the regulation performed?  For example: Are limits set on 

emissions?  How is reporting done?  What office of the EPA oversees the Act?
5. What are the URLs of the EPA, environmental group, and industrial group's websites?
6. What is the environmental group's position on the Act?  
7. What is the industry group's position on the Act?
8. Is the Act due to be renewed?  Is there any pressure from environmental or industry groups 

to amend or overhaul it?
9. What is your opinion of the Act?  Is it scientifically sound?  It is too strict or does it lack 

authority?  Should it be amended or overhauled?
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Grading
The assignment is worth 50 points  and will be based on how well you answer the questions, the 
overall quality of your essay, grammar, spelling, and essay organization.  Below is a a more detailed 
rubric:

Essay Format and Quality 10 pts

Consulted and referenced appropriate websites 5 pts

Answered Questions

Description of Act: 

Description of viewpoints: 

Opinion given and well-constructed: 

20 pts

10 pts

5 pts

Total: 50 pts

Final Note: If you require writing assistance, I encourage you to visit the Writing Center, located in 
the lower level of Lamson Library. The Writing Center serves all types of writers, from basic to 
high levels, in any discipline, at any point in the writing process.   In addition, you may show a draft 
of the paper to me before the due date for general feedback.
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