SYLLABUS:

BU 5120  Financial Analysis  (Online)               Fall 2016
Dr. Edward Harding  (Ned)                harding@plymouth.edu
PSU / ITS/Lamson  Helpdesk: (603) 535-2929
1.  General Description:  This is an introductory finance course that explores financial models and financial issues related to the management of corporations and the management of portfolios. This version of BU5120 is offered on-line and is a core course in PSU's online MBA program.  The course maintains certain dimensions comparable to the traditional face-to-face lecture course including the quantity and quality of substantive financial concepts offered to the student.  Also, the amount of time and energy that students need to devote to the course in order to achieve academic success is similar to a traditional course.
2.  Objective:  The course is designed to review the major concepts in the discipline which is variously referred to as financial management, corporate finance, managerial finance, financial analysis or sometimes, simply, finance.  In the ten weeks of the course, students are exposed to most of the financial concepts and models that are considered basic to graduate finance.  There is an underlying assumption that students are already comfortable with the structure of financial statements from prior accounting courses, with the mathematics of algebra and statistics, and with the technological skills of spreadsheets.
3.  Content Materials:  The course content is found in several sources:  a textbook, a package of readings, short instructional videos, and ancillary websites.

a)  Course content is contained in the textbook Sketches in Finance II sold exclusively through the PSU Bookstore.  There are other variations of Sketches in Finance available, so students should be careful to get the variation specifically designed for this course, BU5120 (online) Financial Analysis Spring 2016.  The price of this text has been deeply discounted to make it affordable for every student.  It is a requirement of the course to purchase the text as it outlines the topic for each week and expands on the basic concepts that students need to do the exercises.
b)  Readings:  Beside the Sketches in Finance II, there is a collection of articles in “A Portfolio of Readings” for which copyright permissions have been obtained for use in this course.  The direct relationship between the readings and the topic of the week is sometimes tenuous, but most of the authors are well known, and their perspectives are more contemporary or more nuanced than one finds in a textbook or in Sketches in Finance II.  The readings represent some of the best financial thinking and may be available as a coursepack, available through the PSU bookstore as supplies last.  If the coursepacks are unavailable, students may find most of the reading online.  
c)  Videos:  There are a few videos that may be helpful resources for understanding the exercises and one or two of general interest.  Links to these videos are posted in the weekly lesson page and on the Moodle course site.
d)  External websites:   Other resources that have not been integrated into the course, but which may also be helpful or interesting are external websites.  Wikipedia, Investopedia and finance.yahoo.com are sites that are used often to learn more about a topic, to get an alternate definition or just to pursue a curiosity.  Students are encouraged to search the web for background information and other perspectives on the financial models and the people to whom references are made in this course.    

4.  Lesson Modules:   a) The “lessons” page lists the specific “things to do” for each of the ten weeks of the course.  Each week is structured similarly with readings, exercises and often a short writing assignment.  There are no scheduled synchronous chat sessions.  
b) Exercises and writing assignments are due on Fridays at midnight.  All exercises (except the final exam) are posted to the Moodle site at the beginning of the semester, however, changes and/or updates to these exercise may be made by the professor up to the 8:00AM Monday start time of each week.  Students may work on assignments prior to the week for which the exercise is scheduled, however, work should NOT be submitted to Moodle until the week that it is due.
c) For Fall 2016, the course runs from Monday, 12 Sept 2016 to Friday, 18 November 2016.

5.  Exercises:  The weekly exercises are all done in a spreadsheet format.  The general approach is to give a disabled sample spreadsheet to the student who then copies the file to a local drive.  The sample will show inputs and outputs to a model. The task is to understand the quantitative formulas that derive the output, to write those formulas in spreadsheet notation such that the re-written spreadsheet becomes functional.  Finished spreadsheets are then submitted to Moodle for evaluation.  Exercises are graded by the instructor primarily on 1) on-time submission, and 2) the technical strength of the work. These exercises are submitted by the student to the instructor via Moodle available through myPlymouth.edu.  
6.  Writing:  Most weeks students are asked to write briefly on an article from the “Readings” or perhaps some other relevant topic.  These weekly writings are posted to a “forum” type venue so that students may read each others’ work.  These writings are read by the instructor, but not evaluated other than noting if the comments were submitted on time.  The objective of the writing exercise is to give the opportunity to students to express themselves on financial issues.  
7.  Technical Forums:  There are also weekly “technical” forums for resolving problems with the weekly exercises.  Students should seek help from their peers (and from the instructor) using these technical forums when they are overwhelmed by uncertainty, and students experiencing feelings of confidence should share their knowledge in response.  The “give and take” in these technical forums is an effective method of learning the material.  Students are encouraged to participate and there is no grading of the comments in these technical forums.
8.  Grades:  There are 10 weekly graded spreadsheet exercises.  These grades are calculated in conformance with the 4.0 system in which the maximum grade is 4.0 = A = 95 with points deducted for errors.  Grades for the exercises are posted to Moodle so that students can track their individual progress.  Student writings are also factored into the course grade based on on-time performance.  Final exam grades use a percentage correct model, with 100% being the maximum grade.  Final course grades are based on the aggregate of the interim grades (50%) and a final exam (50%).  
9.  Academic Integrity:  The nature of an on-line course is such that many of the usual safeguards to ensure academic integrity cannot be feasibly implemented.  Therefore, in this course, students are asked to agree to the following honor statement:

"I, ___, do hereby affirm that the academic work that I submit in this course, BU5120, is work of my own creation, reflecting my individual knowledge of the material.  I do not allow others to use my PSU user account for work related to this course, nor do I allow others to copy my original work."
This honor statement should be "cut-and-pasted" into a new email message and sent to the instructor (harding@plymouth.edu) during the first week of the class, subject: honor statement.
There are no additional reminders to students to post this statement beyond the sentence above.

10.  Course Evaluations:  Each student will have the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the course towards the end of the ten week class.  These evaluations are administered by the Office of Graduate Studies, not by the instructor.  They are accessed through Moodle.
11.  Tech requirements:  The following are not administrative requirements, but are more practical considerations common to many on-line courses.  The student systems required to take the course include:

a.  High-speed internet access

b.  Contemporary PC operating system (e.g. Microsoft Windows 7 or 8, Mac OS or Linux)
c.  Access to, and competency using, MS Word, Excel (or equivalent), an internet browser and email.  
d. a PSU email account. 
e.  Access to .pdf software readers [e.g. Adobe] and video viewers.  Neither microphones nor cameras are required of the students.     
f.  local IT support and/or individual technical competence. 
12.  Help:  
1.  For issues related to course registrations, students should contact the PSU Office of Graduate Studies. 

2.  For user tech issues relating to account maintenance, access and Moodle issues, contact the PSU Helpdesk in Lamson Library on the Plymouth campus, tel. (603) 535-2929. 
13.  Getting Going:
 Students [you] should:   

1.  Verify the existence and functionality of your individual PSU account by logging into myPlymouth.edu.
2.  Verify that you are duly registered for the course by clicking on myCourses and seeing that this course is listed in your menu of courses.
3.  Verify your familiarity with Moodle, as accessed through my.Plymouth.edu/myCourses.

4.  Go to “GR Fall 2016: BU5120 Financial Analysis in Moodle”
5.  Go to  “Week 1…Lesson 1”.
Good Luck,

~Ned 

Edward Harding
14. ADA Statement: Plymouth State University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all university programs and facilities. If you think you have a disability requiring accommodations, you should immediately contact the Disability Services Office (DSO) in Plymouth Academic Support Services located in the Lamson Learning Commons (535-2270) to determine whether you are eligible for such accommodations. Academic accommodations will only be considered for students who have registered with DSO. If you have a Letter of Accommodation for this course from DSO, please provide the instructor with that information privately so that you and the instructor can review those accommodations.
*** end of syllabus *****
Homework hints :

1. Treat these exercises as if they were games:  Try do complete them quickly even though they are not timed tests. Lookout for traps, both intentional and unintentional. Check your results against the given samples before doing updates to the input variables.

2.  While you may change the formatting of the sample as you work through the exercise, make sure that you undo any changes before your final save on your file that is to be submitted.  As a courtesy to the evaluator of your work, you should select cell A1 immediately prior to your final save. 
3. Ensure that your work is saved into the proper cells, as shown in the sample files.  Evaluation of your work is semi-automated – if your answers are in the wrong cells, they are likely to be overlooked.
